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***MEDIA ADVISORY***


[bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Vacca, Montefiore Hospital, and Walgreens Join to Vaccinate Residents Against Flu

New York, NY – On Thursday, October 30th, City Council Member James Vacca (D-13) will team with Walgreens and Montefiore Hospital to host a flu vaccination event at the Council Member’s district office. 

Flu vaccinations will be provided to seniors on Medicare free of charge as long as they present their Medicare card. Other residents looking to get the flu vaccine must present their insurance information and pay a copay based on their coverage.

Every year, at least 2,000 New Yorkers die because of the influenza virus also known as the flu. Combined with pneumonia, the flu is the third leading cause of preventable death in New York City. More New Yorkers die from influenza and pneumonia than from any other infection, according to the NYC Department of Health and Mental Hygiene.   

On October 9th, Vacca fulfilled pledge, made with 15 other members of the New York City Council, to get vaccinated.

“The flu can be a deadly virus and getting that message out there is very important,” said James Vacca. “It’s our responsibility as a community to do whatever possible to protect ourselves and each other from this serious virus. With this event, I am hoping to get people vaccinated and get the word out about how important vaccination continues to be.”

*****Quotation for Montefiero Hospital Rep. Robert Garcia*********

Vaccinations are limited so please contact Ariel Alvarez at (718) 931-1721 to register for a shot.

WHERE:	3040 EastTremont Avenue
                        Bronx, New York 10461 

WHEN:	Thursday, October 30, 2014

TIME:           10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
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