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Council Member Margaret Chin calls on U.S. Army to hold Court
Martial for eight soldiers charged in the death of Private Chen
in the United States

Investigators drop charge of ‘involuntary manslaughter’ for five defendants during
Article 32 pre-trial hearings

New York, NY - Today, Council Member Margaret Chin joined the Chen family, Liz OuYang;
President of OCA-NY, community leaders, and supporters, in response to the conclusion of
Article 32 pre-trial hearings for eight soldiers charged in connection with the death of
Private Danny Chen.

Supporters of the Chen family said they were “disappointed” that the investigating officer
failed to recommend that the most serious charge of involuntary manslaughter be
forwarded to court martial for four defendants in the case.

“Last month, we called on the Army to charge those responsible for Danny’s death with a
punishment that fit the crime,” said Council Member Margaret Chin. “Sadly, today, we were
notified that the Army is unlikely to pursue the most serious charge of involuntary
manslaughter against the defendants.”

Alesser charge of negligent homicide (Article 134) was maintained for four defendants in
the case. Negligent homicide a sentence of 3 years confinement, compared to a 10 year
sentence for involuntary manslaughter (Article 119). The investigator also lessened
various other charges against the defendants (see attached release for details).

“The Army is saying that these individuals did not intend to kill or injure Danny,” Council
Member Chin said. “The Army is saying these individuals are not culpable and that they
cannot be blamed for Danny’s death. But we know that this isn’t true. The repeated injury
and assaults perpetrated by these soldiers caused Danny’s death.”

Of the eight soldiers charged in connection with Private Danny Chen’s death, five were
charged with involuntary manslaughter and negligent homicide. In all five cases, the Army



has recommended that the charge of involuntary manslaughter be dropped. The brigade
commander will now consider the charges and these recommendations in determining
whether or not to refer the charges to court-martial for final disposition.

Previously, the Army released the results of Article 32 hearings for three defendants in the
case. Although all eight Article 32 hearings have concluded, the charges recommended for
one defendant have yet to be released.

“As this process moves forward, the Army must respect the Chen family’s request to hold
these trials in the United States,” she said. “There has been enough secrecy. Serious charges
have been leveled and dropped with no explanation. The Army must ensure these trials
transparent and the only way to do that is by holding them in the United States.”

Private Chen was found dead in Afghanistan in October 2011 of an “apparent self-inflicted
gunshot wound” according to Army reports. During the course of the investigation into
Private Chen'’s death, the Army confirmed he was hazed and bullied for being Chinese-
American.
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