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New York City Council members join together to urge Albany to
renew and strengthen rent controls laws that matter most to New
York City residents

New York, NY — Today, Council Member Margaret Chin and Council Members Brad Lander,
Annabel Palma, Jessica Lapin, Karen Koslowitz, Melissa Mark-Viverito, Helen Foster, Letitia
James, Stephen Levin, Deborah Rose, Jumaane Williams, Daniel Garodnick, joined NYC
housing advocates from the Association of Neighborhood and Housing Development, CAAAV,
Asian American For Equality, Chinatown Partnership, to name a few, to put the pressure on
Governor Cuomo and the State Legislature to renew and strength rent regulation and eviction
protection.

Rent regulation is an issue that primarily affects the lives of New York City residents. There are
over 1 million apartments covered by rent regulations throughout New York City. These
apartments are one of our foremost sources of affordable housing in our city. Rent regulated
apartments serve as a foothold for working families, single moms, recent immigrants, and
seniors. Without rent regulation these 2.5 million New Yorkers would be forced out of their
homes, and most likely, out of New York City altogether.

Many of our neighborhoods in New York City are changing — and undergoing gentrification —
and rents are skyrocketing. Rent regulation allows long-time tenants to remain in their homes
and communities. It allows them to participate and direct the changes in the neighborhoods
they helped create - not be victimized by them.



Today, New York City Council members called on Albany to renew the rent control laws
already in place and eliminate provisions that have heightened the shortage of affordable
housing: vacancy decontrol and the 20% vacancy allowance. The resolution also calls for the
repeal of the 1971 “Urstadt Law,” which took control of rent regulation out of the hands of the
city government and gave it to the state legislature.

“I strongly implore Gov. Cuomo and the New York State Legislature to renew the State’s rent
regulation and eviction protection laws," said Speaker Christine C. Quinn. "We cannot let these
laws expire. Rent regulation protects not only current tenants from being subjected to
unaffordable rents and arbitrary eviction but also helps maintain affordability. Almost 2.5
million New Yorkers depend on these protections — and without them, these families, with no
alternative, could be left without a home."

Council member Margaret Chin said, “Mayor Bloomberg keeps reminding us that if we don’t
provide for the wealthy they will leave - but if we don’t renew rent regulation low and middle
income people all over out city will be forced out. If Albany neglects to renew rent regulation
and eviction protection law, families could end up in homeless shelters across our city.
Without eviction protection laws, tenants will be subjected to harassment. All our hard work to
make progress in gaining tenant’s right would be lost. Our government should not be in the
business of supporting provisions that kick - or bully -- the most vulnerable with the least
among us, out of their homes.

Council member Charles Barron said, "In this current economic crisis it is imperative that
tenants in rent controlled and rent regulated apartments are protected from unlawful evictions
and harassment from landlords. We have heard too many stories of tenants complaining that
landlords increase rents illegally and overcharge tenants. We must put a stop to this practice
and send a message to landlords that we will work together to protect the tenants of New York

City".

Council member Karen Koslowitz said, “It is extremely important that Albany renews rent
regulations, which have helped to build and keep the middle class in New York City. We must
also rescind the Urstadt laws, which would finally enable us to have control of our own city’s
rent laws.”

Council member Brad Lander said, “The pending expiration of these rent regulation laws puts
at risk NYC's most important stock of stable, affordable rental housing for low-income,
working-class, and middle-class families. [ am joining with Speaker Quinn, Councilmember
Chin and all our colleagues in calling on the State Legislature to not only renew the existing
rent regulations, but also to close the wide array of loopholes which have led to tens of
thousands of evictions, and the loss of hundreds of thousands of units of affordable rental
housing. This year, Albany must not only renew the laws, it must also strengthen them.”

Council member Helen Diane Foster said, “In a South Bronx district of low income workers,
who pay the highest percent of their income in rent in the City, we cannot afford to place a



higher burden on our tenants. Without strengthened rent regulations, the stabilization of the
south Bronx community will be severely endangered.”

"We have a housing emergency, and it no longer makes sense to require New York City to ask
Albany for permission to address it," said Council Member Dan Garodnick. "There is broad
support here for stronger rent protections and for putting an end to vacancy decontrol, and
New York City should have the legal authority to do so on its own."
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