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Council member Margaret S. Chin reacts to Expansion of 
9/11 Health Fund Coverage Area  

 
New York, NY – The United States Department of Justice released their final rule today for the 
September 11th Victims Compensation Fund.  The final rule goes into effect on October 3, 2011. 
 
The final judgment expanded the geographic zone recognized as the “9/11 crash site” to the area 
in Manhattan south of the line that runs along Canal Street from the Hudson River to the 
intersection of Canal Street and East Broadway, north on East Broadway to Clinton Street, and east 
on Clinton Street to the East River. It was also amended from the first iteration to provide greater 
consistency with the World Trade Center Health Program by adding additional forms of proof that 
may be used to establish eligibility. 
 
The VCF zone had previously applied only to South of Reade Street. In her testimony submitted on 
August 1, 2011, Council member Chin advocated for a boundary congruent with the zone used by 
the Lower Manhattan Development Committee, which delineated the zone as south of Houston 
Street. 
 
“I am encouraged by the broadening of the VCF area to include thousands of individuals and 
families who have been profoundly affected physically and emotionally by the September 11th 
attacks. Although I advocated for a more inclusive boundary, the expansion of the VCF area to 
cover residents between Reade and Canal Street, many of which receive treatment at the WTC 
Environmental Health Center, is a welcome change.” 
 
The final report notes that the most frequently discussed topic submitted by commentators was 
eligibility for individuals with cancer and Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. Most of these comments 
argued that cancer should be considered a WTC-related condition. Since the beginning of this 
process, Council member Chin has advocated for cancer to be covered under the Zadroga Act. 
“Moving forward, I urge the administrator of the WTC Health Program to fully examine the link 
between exposure to toxic dust and subsequent diagnoses of cancer, especially in first responders 
and those who aided in the clean-up effort,” Council member Chin said. “Although not covered 
under the VCF fund at this time, I urge all those suffering from mental health issues to seek 
treatment at the WTC Centers of Excellence.” 
 


