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New York City Council unanimously supports Chinatown 

Business Improvement District 

New York, NY – Today the New York City Council voted to support Introduction 569, which 
seeks to establish a Business Improvement District in Chinatown. The vote was 50 in favor 
and 0 opposed, with one Council member absent. 
 
Council member Margaret S. Chin, the representative for District-1, lower Manhattan, 
including Chinatown, has long supported the community-based effort to form a Business 
Improvement District.   
 
“Today I am happy to cast my vote in favor of the Chinatown BID,” said Council member 
Margaret Chin. “This effort is a long time coming. I want to thank all the supporters, 
organizers, and community members who have never stopped fighting for this much-
needed BID for Chinatown.” 
 
“I am 100 percent confident that the BID will improve the business environment in 
Chinatown, help bring new visitors to our community, and enhance the overall quality of 
life for residents. With a BID in place, Chinatown will have clean streets, enhanced lighting 
and signage, and supportive services for small businesses. Most importantly, I believe the 
BID will foster economic development for our local businesses as well as bring in much 
needed tourism to the neighborhood.”  
 
“Recovery from the 9/11 attacks has not been easy for businesses and residents in 
Chinatown. The community experienced a dramatic loss in terms of jobs and opportunity in 
the aftermath of the attacks. We still have blocked off roads and many small businesses that 
were forced to close have never reopened. I know this BID will help revitalize Chinatown 
and ensure that growth in this important immigrant neighborhood is on par with other 
neighborhoods in lower Manhattan.” 
 
“I want to thank Speaker Quinn for her support on this important project as well as Council 
member Recchia for his guidance as Chair of the Finance Committee. I also want to thank 
my fellow Council members listening and responding to the needs of the Chinatown 
community.”                    ### 


